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AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS MAPUTO 1548 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: RH, MZ 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: ZANU CLAIMS MAJOR MILITARY SUCCESS AGAINST 
RHODESIANS 

l.NOTICIAS DECEMBER 21 REPORTED THAT ZANU FORCES CARRIED OUT 
A MAJOR MILITARY OPERATION AGAINST A RHODESIAN AIR BASE (GRAND 
REEF) NEAR UMTALI ON DECEMBER 17, TWENTY-TWO RHODESIAN PILOTS, 

ONE INFANTRYMAN AND ONE CAPTAIN WERE REPORTEDLY KILLED IN THE 
ATTACK. ARTICLE NOTED THAT THE AIR BASE WAS COMPLETELY 
DESTROYED, BUT DID NOT MENTION WHETHER ANY PLANES HAD BREN 
DAMAGED. ROCKETS.MOTORS AND HEAVY MACHINES GUNS WERE ALLEGEDLY 
USED IN RAID. 

2 ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, GRAND REEF IS LOCATED TWENTY-SIX 
KILOMETERS FROM UMTALI AND WAS USED BY THE RHODESIAN AIR FORCE 
TO CARRY OUT ATTACKS AGAINST MOZAMBIQUE. PRESS CLAIMED 
THAT THE RHODESIAN BASE WAS CONSTRUCTED "WITH THE AID OF THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF FRANCE AND WEST GERMANY". 

3. IN ANOTHER FRONT PAGE STORY, PRESS QUOTED ZANU VICE PRESI- 
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DENT SIMON MUZENDA AS SAYING THAT "WE (THE PF) WILL MAINTAIN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE COLONIAL POWER AND WILL FOLLOW THE POSI- 
TIVE LINES THAT ARE INSCRIBED IN THE ANGLO-AMERICAN PROPOSALS." 
HOWEVER, MUZENDA SAID THAT "WE KNOW THE ENGLISH ARE TRYING TO 
MAINTAIN A COLONIAL SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA". MUZENDA 
ALSO CALLED SMITH S PLANS TO HOLD ELECTIONS ON THE BASIS OF 
ONE MAN ONE VOTE AS NOTHING MORE THAN "MACHIAVELLIAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

MANEUVER. "DEPREE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SITUATION, COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MAPUTO01548 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770483-0084 
Format: TEL 
From: MAPUTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 232/aaaabaly. tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ea2b16ff-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 160098 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RHODESIA: ZANU CLAIMS MAJOR MILITARY SUCCESS AGAINST RHODESIANS 
TAGS: M I LI , MOPS, RH, MZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ea2b16ff-c188-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



